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FRG Ambassador to France Blankenhorn called on General 
Norstad July 18. visit was at Blankenhorn' s initiative, allegedly 
motivated solely by his personal desire obtain Norstad' s views on 
various subjects before proceeding to Bonn for meeting of German 
ambassadors toward end of week. Howiver, Norstad believes 
Blankenhorn, who has had reputation of beiiij close to Adenauer, may 
have made call on instructions for purpode conveying certain FRG 
views to Norstad. Highlights of nearly two hours' conversation 
reported below may be of interest in assessing current FRG 
positions: 

1. Berlin: Blankenhorn said FRG accepts as virtually 
inevitable that Soviets will sign peace treaty with East Germany. 
Signature may take place earlier than anticipated, perhaps in 
October. Blankenhorn assumed transfer of rights over access would 
occur simultaneously 




^J&'V -- •.".;; \ certain FRQ views to Noretad. 



Highlights *of nearly two>- ; -^ ^ r .?;f 

•"■■ -■■■■'■ •■"■''-"•• ■■■' ^ 



jT'Vv i >V\t>;'«''"/ , .i'; V-lipurs » 1 conversation reported below may be; o.f. interest r. in v '<H r \: :: ^ 

^ v ^'-'-v, r ';^'"' v ' ' • - ■■*■>:■'■' ■■■■ • ■ '•"■■■. ' : -^'':-'rrr;'^^%-\m!^ 

ftv^;?*^K*>-^^/K^\^*?!?98in6 current FRG positions: ■ ■' :: - ./. ■-. -, '•,„•/>', '■" y "^:^h^ 
V$ViV.'£0' '^''A^'V V'. 1 *"-' Berlin:,. Blankenhorn said FRG, accepts as.,. ''{/;"'#ii' x &i£ 
Hi- (*a '/-''"••' :'x''; virtually inevitable that Soyiets will- sign peace 'Westtf-^'K^ 
^•r^i''.'^.. ', -- : with Ef ot Oermany. Signature may take place earlier .. than) '$$$'§ 
; •■' '^; ''■." ►-. ",' anticipated, 'perhaps in Qctober. Blankenhorn assumed "■';!■' -\'X^^J 

nnniiftlv ' •"» : •v„ , :?' , 3 



Jd. 



. FGreip;Ssrvici3 qI tlio -: 
t'aiiQd States ,'af. America'-' 



'OUTGOING American Embassy ' Paria 



Charge: 



SECRET" v -" 



Coaboi: 0i9 

.■'■.""'..'-■. V '•■' ~ 2 "" ' Dale: ' '' 

with aig.ietare, although he thou-ht it conceivable this 
would be' separate action.' Follovring peace treaty, Soviets 
would; follow policy oJ' "push, squeeze and play by ear" 
to haras3 Wast. 

Blankeahorn appeared deeply concerned over dangers 
of war iavoLved ia Berlin situation. He hoped "great 
men" in Vest understood over-all situation and v/hat is 
possible anl not possible in circumstances. He thought 
that people in FilO, with memories of World War II 
devastation fre3h in their rdnds, night wall be inclined 
hesitate before prospect of war over Berlin. On other 
hand, Sl3nkonhorn was concern-ad /it apparent disunity of 
West, contradictory speculations appearing in pres3, etc., 
which' prase. lted picture of confuted r-saeoion to Berlin 
threat r3th^r than calmness and coolness which situation 
demanded. 

, : Bla ikc:ihorn -aaphaaized his own visw that negotiations 
must tak2 pLac3 with Soviets concerning Berlin. V/hile 
negotiations should be in framework ail-flarnan problem, 
ho thoug.it there v/ere noiue concessions which might be 
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m.2de in Berlin. Ln ^.ibjtct of conceocdons, he wsa not 
specific o'.hcr th.cn to :n;niion limitation of prop.?/;;and<-> 
and intelligence acti^'i ties and de-onphesis cf liurlin as 
"capital" cf 1 ; 'RG. Ho did not rule out, tcceptance 
Oder-Kit S3€ line if it; could be worked ir.to package of 
mutual concessions and if timing; were right. Cn contacts 
with GDI., ' Illankonhorn envisaged broadening base of 
tachnicc.l cooperation between FkG and Gift to point whore 
it woulc. become clear, without formal acknowledgment, 
.that tht.re existed do fa cto recognition of GDFl. 

.'• Although Blankenhorn indicated his confidence that 
'/FUG wouT.d accept .concessions on Ferlin, he- said theso 
; would h.'ive to be proposed by Western allien. FRG itself 
cerinot *;ako. initiative! toward concessions r since this ' 
would cnuso allies and other powers to think Ff:G :, soft", 

Whi.le perturbed at dangers of conflict, Blankenhorn 
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agreed /uhat it was necessary for allies to take certain 

actions to croato atmosphere of strength 'and. resolution. 
At same tine, however,, allies ahcilci 3tudy situation care- 
fully to determine if, in their view, there is acceptable 
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: b a 3 i8- : ft.r-r»eioii»tio«i8. If so, proposals .should bo put . 
; forward without too mch delay. Slnnkenhorn commented 

that prcpo'wlB *ould be feasible only if subadttod before 

peace treaty is signed; to propose negotiations after 

treaty vould be admission of defeat. 

If. decision is against negotiations, then, West 

should prepare seriously for war. : : : : : :: : : : : : :::: :: :: ::: : 
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on need for -negotiations over Berlin and Dlankenhorn's 
view that FRO would not bo rigid regarding; possible con- 
cessions; • on Ucrlin if proposed by allies. 

' '■■ 2. F rance. : Dlankenhorn wr:e aru.icus obtain Norstad's 
evaluation of military strength cf Fx-ance in Europe; in 
case of showdown on Berlin, would France'* contribution 
be 'effective? Norstad stated two French divisions in 

' Germany represent about one and one-half divisions in 
actual strength but could be brought up to lull otrength 
quite mpliily. He 11th Division being returned from 
Algeria, it i»> toe socn to evaluete effectiveness, since 
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: division i, new one made up of bits and pieces. I„ Mr ' V,: l;^ 
defense, France i 3 relatively strong and m3kou lmFortant ' 
contribution. Swmei ,ui m , Nerstad thoU£ht pre8c , nt 
Trench , ray 3t ren E th in Europe „„ nQt ^ ^ ^ 

significant, whereas | ler contribution in air force is 

somewhat better. 

Blank onnorn noted French attitude on Berlin currently 
very tin. However, he sensed Fy cnch public" ia unaware 
of gravity of situation and tnrt , A thet> lQ ^^^ 
de GaulU-a position mi G „t soften lf ho emaUmi poople 
were not rpt not with him. Worstad indicated he felt 
de OnulLe finely 00CH , uted t ,, ^^ ^.^ ^ wouid 
not rpt not bo in character for hia, to back down in 
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